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In the last two decades, Peru has undergone unprecedented economic growth, which has re-emphasized public and 
private interest in capitalizing and developing infrastructure surrounding the country’s ancestral past.   Since the 
discovery of the tomb of the Lord of Sipan in 1987, the increase in archaeological exploration has uncovered previously 
unknown civilizations, and reconstructed relationships between seemingly disconnected archaeological sites. This 
explosion of investigation and exploration has yielded revelations that have changed the perception of the origin of 
civilization in the world.  The discovery of the 5000+ year-old Sacred City of Caral, ceremonial and trading heart of a 
large region near the port of Supe, in the north of Lima, added to the world a “mother civilization”.  This discovery 
radically changed science's understanding of how and where civilization emerged in the South American continent. It 
also became clear that it began, more or less simultaneously, in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Peru. 

 The studio is fueled by the observation of juxtapositions of land, infrastructures and 
architectures, of landscapes and tracings throughout time. A connection is made to the Andean 
iconographic and pattern-based systems of representation, which convey an alternate conception 
of space and time. This cosmology differs greatly from the Western, and defines a potent 
imaginary, as well as a world of forms and architectures in scalar relationship; from the minute to 
the geological. 

 The learning exploration is channeled via a focused analysis and design process, which 
combine and connect elements of theory and history, advanced representation, with tectonic and 
material explorations. The process unfolds through carefully sampling knowledge from a vast 
source through the work, and channeling it into a contemporary way of looking at the primal and 
the profound, and emphasizing the thinking of horizontal architectures in the context of desert 
landscapes.The instructors share a long history teaching studios together, and bring two 
contrasting and complementary approaches to design methodology, combined in a pedagogy 
specially designed for this study. 



Sacred City of Caral, Lima 

COURSE  DATA


• Duration of the studio: 10 Weeks;  3 weeks in Perú, 7 weeks in San Diego 
From July 9th to September 14, 2018 + Finals week 
Dates for Peru trip: July 16 to August 9, 2018 (these dates are subject to change) 


• Credits: 6: This Studio can replace another studio in the sequence 

• Vertical Studio: Open to 24 architecture students who have completed second, third or fourth year undergraduate, 
or first or second graduate. 

• The selection process will prioritize grade-based merit:  
Minimum GPA for undergraduate students: 3.0.   Minimum GPA for graduate students: 3.2 
Special attention is given to studio grades. 



The time in Perú is divided into three segments, corresponding to three general locations along the Peruvian territory, 
and regional nodes of cultural development:  

• The central coastal desert -Lima and vicinity  
• The northern coastal desert -Moche Valley and vicinity, where the ancient Mochica and Chimú civilizations 

developed. Stretch between the cities of Trujillo and Chiclayo. 
• The Southern Andes, centered in the city of Cuzco, the capital of the Inca empire. 



Activities

Lectures  

• Paulo Dam Mazzi, PhD    - Architecture dept. Chair at Pontifical Catholic University of Peru PUCP, co-author: 
“Modeling the World” et al. 

• Sandra Barclay + Jean Pierre Crousse - Principals, Barclay-Crousse, architects, educators PUCP) 
• Jose Canziani, PhD   - Architect and urbanist, scholar of pre-hispanic urbanism and architecture, PUCP) 
• Rosabella Alvarez-Calderon Mg  - Architect, Archaeologist, PUCP 
• Luis Longhi    - Architect, educator, UPC Laureate School 
• Juvenal Baracco, Architect, educator  - Universidad Ricardo Palma, URP 

Office Visits


• Leon-Marcial (Alexia Leon + Luis Marcial) 
• Barclay-Crousse (Sandra Barclay + Jean Pierre Crousse) 
• LLAMA (Mariana Leguía + Angus Laurie) 
• Juvenal Baracco y Asociados 
• Llosa-Cortegana (Patricia Llosa + Rodolfo Cortegana) 

Museum visits      

• MNAAHP National Museum of Archaeology, Anthropology and Peruvian History 
• MALI  -Museo de Arte de Lima    
• Museo Larco  -Important private pre-hispanic collection) 
• Museo Amano  -Unique collection of extraordinary pre-columbian textiles) 

Excursions

• Central Coast


• Pachacamac Sanctuary + Site Museum by Architects Llosa-Cortegana 
• Other huacas in the Lima region: Puruchuco, Huaycan, Pucllana  
• Sacred City of Caral (One whole day)  Pre-ceramic period (3000BC) 
• Huaca Paraiso (Pre-ceramic 2500 BC) 
• ICA:   Nazca -City of Cahuachi, flyover Nazca Lines, drive through Paracas Bay, Pisco 

Urban Lima & Architecture 
Visits to notable colonial, republican, modern and contemporary architecture: 
• City center (Cercado,) Barrios Altos, Rimac   - Oldest part of the City 
• Miraflores-Barranco-Chorrillos   - Traditional coastal urban districts 
• “Conos”   -North and south sprawl, new cities, informal settlements 



• Northern Coast


5 days in Moche Valley (territory between the cities Chiclayo and Trujillo, northern desert coast.) cradle of the Mochica and 
Chimú Empires 

Base in City of  Trujillo (La Libertad) 
• Huacas del Sol y de la Luna + Site Museum 
• Citadels of Chan Chan 
• Huaca Arco Iris 
• Huaca Chotuna 

Base in City of Chiclayo (Lambayeque) 

• Huaca El Brujo (Cao Viejo)  + Site Museum by Architect Claudia Ucelli 
• Huaca Ventarrón (Pre-ceramic 2500 BC) 
• Túcume - valley of 26 pyramids, Huaca las Balsas  + Site Museum 

Museum visits in Lambayeque: 

• Museo Brunning 
• Museum Royal Tombs of Sipan 

• Southern Andes


5-7 days in Cuzco and vicinity, southern Andes, Inca culture (high altitude: 11,152 feet above sea level) 

• First day: Resting and adaptation to high altitude; light strolling through Cuzco city center, churches, monasteries, etc 

• Visits in Cuzco: Qoriqancha (Temple of the Sun), Fortress of Saqsayhuaman,  

• Sacred Valley (One whole day),  Includes: Chinchero, Pisaq, Qenqo, Andahuaylillas, Ollantaytambo, Tampumachay 
• Machu Picchu (One whole day) 

Travel arrangements and tour organization:

Prime Travel (Lima) 



Preliminary cost estimate

Pricing as of 11.08.17


Airplane ticket: $681 (+taxes)

LATAM airlines, LAX - LIM - LAX 
Round trip, non-stop 
Note that airfare prices increase as the date gets closer 

North of Peru:

Cost of visits North: $270 per passenger  (Includes ALL archaeological 
Cost of flight round trip, non-stop  (Lima -> Trujillo - Chiclayo -> Lima 
$160  (ALL Prices in Peru include taxes) 
Lodging not included (awaiting cost estimate) 

Cuzco, (most expensive part of the trip) 
Airfare non-stop, round trip Lima - Cuzco - Lima $150-$200 
Package including all visits + lodging and meals (during visits) 
fluctuates between $650 and $920, depending on choice of accommodations (single or shared rooms, and grade 
of hotel) 

Cusco: between $800 and $1000 for the whole package


Costs are rounded up  
Ticket LA - Lima - LA  $700 
Visits in Lima  $150 
Travel North (Tix)  $160 
Visits North   $270 
Cusco (Tix)   $200 
Cusco package  $800 (average) 
______________________________ 
Preliminary total  $2,280


Not included are: Lodging in Lima, Lodging in North 

Estimated program fee: $300


Preliminary estimate of the total cost of the Peru trip, not including tuition, is not to exceed $3000



